88              ESOTERIC    CHRISTIANITY.

In his famous controversy with Celsus
attacks were made on Christianity which
drew out .a defence of the Christian
position in which frequent references were
made to the secret teachings.1

Celsus had alleged, as a matter of
attack, that Christianity was a secret
system, and Origen traverses this by
saying that while certain doctrines were
secret, many others were public, and that
this system of exoteric and esoteric
teachings, adopted in Christianity, was
also in general use among philosophers.
The reader should note, in the following
passage, the distinction drawn between the
resurrection of Jesus, regarded in a his-
torical light, and the " mystery of the
resurrection."

" Moreover, since he [Celsus] frequently
calls the Christian doctrine a secret system
[of belief], we must confute him on this
point also, since almost the entire world is
better acquainted with what Christians
preach than with the favourite opinions of

JBook I. of Against Celsus is found in Vol. X. of
the Ante-Nicene Library. The remaining books are
in Vol. XXIII.